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New Zion Baptist Church 
108th Church Anniversary Committee 
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~ Mr. OΩbeil Kennedy~ 
~Deacon James Johnson ~ 

~ Mrs. Tammy Neal ~ 
~ Trustee Darryl Robinson~ 

~Deacon Rosita Smith ~ 
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The Early Church History 
 

The church began worshipping together in an attic room at 37 Washington Avenue; the home of Mr. & 
Mrs. B. Span.  Those present were Mrs. Ella Mae Harrington, Mr. & Mrs. Alonzo Eason and Mr. & Mrs. Span.  
Sister Harrington suggested that since all of them were members of the New Zion Baptist Church in 
-ÁÃÏÎȟ 'ÁȢ 5ÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÏÔÈÅÒ #ÈÕÒÃÈȢ  4ÈÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ Ȱ.Å× :ÉÏÎȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÁÎÄ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ 
July 17, 1917.  The late Rev. McDonald Harris served as the first pastor. 
 
They continued serving at the above address and were able to go to larger quarters at 804 Elizabeth 
Avenue as the congregation grew.  The church again moved to 28 Centre Street, remaining at that address 
for seven years and was incorporated in 1918. 
The late Rev. BJ Kendrick helped to ordain the late W.H. Clubreth, who became the second pastor, giving 
thirteen years of labor.  In 1922 they purchased property on Atlantic Street near Third Avenue on which 
to build a church.  In 1925 the church was relocated to 89 Miller Street.   
 
The trustees and deacons in the Early Church were: 
¶ TRUSTEES: Joseph Hayward, Murray Land, Louis Foster, Elijah Lee, and Thomas Edwards. 
¶ DEACONS: Randell Harrington, Stephen Charles, Aaron McKessick, Bennie Reynolds, James Warren, Anthony 

Rivers, Robert Weston, Marion Ruth, Joseph Barnes, Willie Chambers, Eugene Phelps, William Holder, Henry 
Barber, Charles Shepherd, Solomon Freeman. 

 
In 1921 the Senior Choir was organized under the leadership of Sister Anna Kendrick.  The first organist was Sister 
Lillie Davis. 
 
In 1926, the congregation started a drive for the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars to complete the work 
and to make payment on a parsonage.  After serving seven years Rev. Culbreth was called to Jersey City.  
In that interim, the church its third pastor, Rev. Benjamin Boyd Burgess who continued the building 
program.  Rev. Burgess served for one year.  Rev. Culbreth was recalled and served until 1930. 
 
In 1930 the building at 89 Miller Street was sold and the congregation moved to a building at 535-537 
East Jersey Street.  Rev. E.D. Davis was called and served for one year. 
 
From 1931 to 1932 the late Rev. Hampton served as sully Pastor, and in 1933 the membership called him 
as pastor.  In October 1936, the property at 89 Miller Street was repurchased and remodeled.  The 
entrance was changed to 91 Division Street.  The membership grew and the building was enlarged; a 
balcony was added.  The members marched into the completed structure at 91 Division Street on Sunday, 
May 26, 1946.   
 
The property next door to the church was purchased.  Property was also purchased at the corner of 
Lafayette and Livingston Streets.  The Rev. John H. Green was ordained by Rev. Hampton; who later 
purchased the property at Livingston Street; the site of the St. Paul Baptist Church.  The junior, Youth 
ÃÈÏÉÒÓ ÁÎÄ *ÕÎÉÏÒ 5ÓÈÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄȢ  )Ô ×ÁÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÖȢ (ÁÍÐÔÏÎȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÈÁÔ .Å× :ÉÏÎ ÍÁÄÅ 
their greatest growth; membership increased greatly.  Rev. Hampton served faithfully for thirty-two 
years until his health failed.  Rev. Marion Jackson was ordained by Rev. Hampton and a member server 
as interim Pastor. 
 
Rev. BJ Whipper was called to New Zion and installed as Pastor on Sunday, July 29, 1962.  He served 
diligently as a leader, a friend, and counsellor to the members of the church and community.  Under his 
leadership New Zion established a scholarship fund known then as the Courtesy Guild, A Credit Union, 
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the Fellowship Chorus, the Nurses Unit, and church office with an active secretary.  Improvements were 
ÍÁÄÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÙȢ  4ÈÅ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍÁÌ ÐÏÏÌ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ 
bought for parsonage on Adams Avenue, and property was also acquired in Hazlet, New Jersey.  Added to 
the Deacon Board were J. Corbitt, T. Blair, L. Sampson, and E. Pryor.  Trustees added were T. Maye, B. 
Brown, J Payne, Jr., M. Burns, E. Elam, R. Blowe, M. Lemay, J. Jones and J. Wilson, Sr. 
 
After ten years of service Rev. Whipper resigned to accept the call to the Southern Baptist Church, New 
York City. 
 
Pastor Rev. WE Brockett was ordained October 2, 1969, under Rev. Whipper and immediately was called 
to the St. Paul Baptist Church in Somerville, New Jersey.  While serving the St. Paul Baptist Church, they 
brought property which was slated to be the new church site.  Prior to leaving, a mortgage burning service 
was held for the said site.  In 1972 New Zion called Rev. Brockett and he was installed December 1, 1972. 
4ÈÕÓ ÆÁÒ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÍÁÄÅȠ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ -ÅÎȭÓ ÃÌÕÂ ÁÎÄ -ÁÌÅ #ÈÏÒÕÓȟ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ Ôhe first 
Church Fair, the Junior choir was re-established as the New Generation Choir, organized the new 
Inspiration Choir, and the Pastor-Presidents Membership Meetings were formed.  Rev. Brockett then sold 
the properties on Adams Ave., Hazlet AND 91 Division Street.  The youth and family workshop of which 
the workshop choir was formed, building fund treasure was organized as an auxiliary and renamed The 
Building Fund Society.  Property was purchased on Flora and Anna Streets.  The ground was dedicated 
May 30, 1976.  After five years of service, the congregation marched into the new church at 800-822 Flora 
Street on Sunday, June 19, 1977. 
 
Prior Pastors: Rev. Elliott Cuff (1982-1987), Rev. James E. Slaughter (1988-1989), and Dr. Rev. Johnnie 
M. Green (1990-2006). 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR  
 

July 11, 2025 
  

Dear Brothers & Sisters! 
 

Ȱ%ÙÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÓÅÅÎȟ ÎÏÒ ÅÁÒÓ ÈÅÁÒÄȟ ÎÏÒ ÈÁÓ ÉÔ ÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ 
ÍÁÎȾ×ÏÍÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÌÏÖÅ (ÉÍȢȱ 

                 - 1Corinthians 2:9 

 
As we celebrate the 108th Anniversary of New Zion Baptist Church, it 
has been my honor and privilege for the past 18 years to serve as the 
Senior Pastor. Let us extol our praises to God, our Provider and 
Sustainer and what He has done for us through the years.  

 
We honor the legacy of those who have toiled and stayed the course 
so that our presence in the city of Elizabeth remains a viable mission 
field for Christ. Let us renew our commitment to exemplify our vision 
statement to Ȱ)ÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍȟ ÂÙ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ 
ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÓ ,ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ 3ÁÖÉÏÒȦȱ 

 
-ÁÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÂÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓȢ 

 

 
Kevin J. White (Rev.) 
Senior Servant 
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GOD BLESS OUR PASTOR  
AND HIS FAMILY  

 

 

 DAVID , DEBORAH , KHALIL M ASSEY (Grandson), KETRA ,  
FIRST LADY WHITE , REV. KEVIN J. WHITE   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



7 
 

 

M EMBERS OF THE  
NEW ZION BAPTIST CHURCH OF ELIZABETH , NJ 
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D IACONATE M INISTRY  

 
DEACONESS M INISTRY  
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TRUSTEES M INISTRY  

 
HOSPITALITY /GREETERS M INISTRY  
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AMBASSADORS M INISTRY  

 

HEALTH &  WELLNESS M INISTRY  
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ST. M ATTHEWS BROWN CULINARY M INISTRY  

 

CHOIR /M USIC M INISTRY  
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SOUND  M INISTRY  

 

M IGHTY M EN OF ZION (M ENõS M INISTRY ) 
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SENIOR  SAINTS  M INISTRY  

SISTERS ON THE GO (WOMENõS M INISTRY ) 
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Congratulations 
 

We Rejoice with Rev. & Mrs. Kevin J. White  

And the New Zion Baptist Church Family  

As we celebrate Our  

108th Church Anniversary  

 

We Celebrate the Goodness of God, the Faithfulness of those who laid 

the Foundation and the Commitment of those who are continuing the 

Ministry of Jesus Christ.  

 

òFor I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not 

to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.ó Jeremiah 29:11 

 

Deacon Joseph and Deaconess Darlene Brown and Family  
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To New Zion Baptist Church 
 

THE GRANT FAMILY  

Simon and Victoria 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

THE LEGACY CONTINUES FROM : 

Herbert Grant Sr., Mildred Brown, Victoria McLean, Helen (Robinson) Harrell, Florence 

(Hines) Foster, Simon Grant Jr., Rosetta Hawkins, Gilbert Grant, 

 Robert Grant, Geraldine Clyburn 
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Mrs. Helen Harrell  

Trustee Darryl & Mrs. Liz  Robinson  

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of 
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In Loving Memory of 
          òEmeritusó                                 òEmeritusó 

                   

        BROTHER RONALD D. MCLEAN                                       SISTER VICTORIA MCLEAN 
     TRUSTEE MINISTRY                            COURTESY GUILD MINISTRY 

 

The McLean and Dillard Family,  
Kathy, Christopher, Chimere, Camron,  

Lisa, Michael, Latrice  
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LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ  

Lǘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƳŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 

impacted over the years.  Reverend Kevin J. White, continue being a 

beacon in the community and a watchman on the wall. 

Cousin Dawn Clyburn  

Celebrating New Zionõs 108th  Anniversary  
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    Celebrating 108 Years of Faithful Service  

New Zion Baptist Church  

òStill Standing, Still Serving, Still Strongó 
 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Deacon George & Irene Walls and Catherine Walls McRae 
 

We honor the beautiful legacy, unwavering faith, and lifelong dedication of our beloved 

family. Their love for God, commitment to the church, and service to others continue to 

inspire us. Though they rest from their labor, their light still shines in our hearts. 
 

òWell done, good and faithful servantéó ð Matthew 25:23 
 

With love and remembrance, 

The Walls and McRae Families 
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Congratulations on 108 years of service 

 
Reverend Alphonsus E. Platt ð Pastor 

& First Lady, Dr. Gwendolyn D. Platt  
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              Congratulations  
                                     From 
                    HEARD A.M.E. CHURCH 
                  The Community Church  

                
                    Rev. Stephen E. Bryant  

                            Senior Pastor 

                        310 E.8th Avenue 

                      Roselle, NJ 07203 

                   Office 908-242-5588 

        Email:heardamechurch2@gmail.com 

 

  

 

Congrats 
On your Churchõs 108th Anniversary  
May God continue to bless and keep 

you, Pastor Kevin White and  
New Zion Baptist Church  

 
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

ROSELLE, NJ 
 
 

Pastor James and  
First Lady  Margaret 

Moore 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMITH -SIMONS 

PRINTS , LLC 
WOULD LIKE TO WISH  

NEW ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF ELIZABETH NJ 

 

 

 


